he sun beamed down in
Carpinteria during the Girls Inc.
Women of Inspiration luncheon.
W::m(‘n -lnl'l men 'r:‘"h('r(:[t El!gc[hcl’ to

celebrate honorees Cynder Sinclair, a

n(mpruﬁl leader and current CEOQ of

NonprofitKinect with more than four
decades of work; and Rebecca Costa
Smith and Lindsey Connolly, founders
of Destined for Grace, an organization
that and
opportunities to children in Haiti, and
The Womens Fund of Santa Barbara,
a collective volunteer donor group thar

provides  aid educational

enables women to combine their dollars
to provide grants.

Lively hosts Ana Delgado and Maria
Zamora rook the stage and recapped their
involvement with Girls Inc. Both girls are
posi

Eureka! This program encourages girls

ively influenced by a program called

to explore STEM (science, technology,
engincering, and match) fields and trains
them to engage in the job market. They
both plan on atending college and
continuing to be a positive role model
for girls everywhere, Ana and Maria are
only two examples of the more than 700
girls, ages 15-18, who are served by Girls
Inc. of Carpinteria through a plethora of
programs thar motivare girls to master

physical, intellectual, and emotional
challenges.
Keynote inspirational speaker Alix

Generous ok the stage. Misdiagnosed
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Eitano is drawn to micro-fiction and is cumently
ace Below. She hes aBA. in Enalish with an
nclsco and a MFA. in Cre-
he University of San Francisco. More of Julie’s stones

The

e viewed on her website juliebifano.com.

represent
one of the
honorees,

the Women's
Fund of Santa
Barbara

fanie Her
ne of the

as a child, Alix

went through her
childhood fecling misunderstood  and
isolated. She is now a 21-year-old with
Asperger Syndrome, attending college,
giving inspirational TED talks about
her triumphs, and even presenting her
scientific work to the United Nations.
Victoria Juarez, execurive director of
Girls Inc., expressed, “Alix is a rremendous
role model for not only women bur also
people who are living wich challenges.
She is a crue scar and her story proves chat
when we invest in our youth, we enable
them to do big things — and in trn, the
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nspirational
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Generous
poses with
her best
friend, Renee
Koppelman,
and Stefanie
Herringtor.

communirty is stronger for it.”

I took note as Alix
to your inner compass and your core.
Everyone has it. The problems we have
don't define us. It's how you cope.” Alix

stated, “Listen

was also humorous in parts of her speech,
quoring the flm Wihar Abour Bob? “There
are two types of people: those who like
MNeil Diamond, and those who don't.”
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Lori Murray.
Patricia
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Antoinette
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inspirational
women in our
ommunity.

A standing ovation was well-deserved
as she concluded her speech. Looking
around the auditorium surrounded by
inspiring women, | realized the immense
impacr Girls Inc. has on so many women's
lives, including my own.

For additional information on Girls
Inc. of Santa Barbara visit www.girlsincsb.
org/. o]



